Working with Wolves 
(Fact sheet for degree level students)
Many people look for a career with wolves and large carnivores. However, jobs are limited and often about being in the right place at the right time. Voluntary work is essential to gain experience and help your CV stand out from the crowd. It’s useful to decide which area of work you are interested in. Below are some ideas of career paths.
Career Areas:
Biologist 





Large carnivore conflict resolution 
Behaviourist





Education 
Keeper 






Species / Environment Conservation
Veterinary Surgeon




Policy making
What qualifications are needed?
After a degree there may be the need to take further qualifications such as a Masters Degree in order to specialise further, or teaching certificate depending on what career path you have chosen to take.  
What kind of salary can I expect?

Salaries in this field vary depending on the job. Professional roles, such as veterinary surgeons, start at around £19,000 per annum, and can go up to £45,000. A zoo keeper’s salary starts as low as £10,000 per annum, and rises to around £21,000 per annum for a senior or head keeper.  It is often acknowledged that positions working with animals are poorly paid compared to other employment sectors involving similar hard work and anti-social hours, so you must be committed. Opportunities to work with a specific species such as wolves are rare; jobs within the UK are limited as the number of establishments that keep wolves is small.  While you are looking for positions, it’s worth considering work with other large carnivores or volunteer positions and work experience within one of the few wolf based organizations like the UK Wolf Conservation Trust. Experience is highly valued within all organisations, especially when combined with good qualifications. Having relevant experience can put you one step ahead of your competition at a job interview.
 If you are able to, it is also worth looking for relevant experience abroad such as within Europe or America, this is especially relevant if you’re interested in becoming a biologist or working within wolf conservation as hands-on experience is invaluable.  
You must be determined but realistic. Working with animals is extremely competitive and the job can be highly stressful and some times dangerous. 
Useful Links
· Information on all higher education courses can be found on: www.ucas.ac.uk/   
· Connections Careers Database - www.connexions-direct.com/jobs4u
·  www.apprenticeships.org.uk
· www.lantra.co.uk (Sector Skills Council for Environment and Land-Based Sector)
Internships / Work placements UK and Abroad:   
· UK Wolf Conservation Trust  www.ukwolf.org
· International Wolf Center http://www.wolf.org/wolves/aboutus/intern.asp 
· Wolf Hollow Wildlife http://www.wolfhollowwildlife.org/internships/ 
· Wolf Park http://www.wolfpark.org/intern.html 
· Red Wolf Recovery Project http://www.fws.gov/redwolf/rwintern.html 
· California Wolf Centre http://www.californiawolfcenter.org/intern.htm 
· Wildlife Science Centre http://www.wildlifesciencecenter.org/subpages/volunteer/interninstructions.htm 
· British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquaria - www.biaza.org.uk
· Zoological Society of London: www.zsl.org 
· Voluntary work abroad www.afs.org 
· Biosphere Expeditions - Wolf Tracking http://www.biosphere-expeditions.org/1-week-projects/ecovolunteer-opportunities-with-wolf-and-lynx-in-slov.html 
· Work experience offered by BIAZA collections  http://www.biaza.org.uk/public/images/jobs/BCOWE.pdf 
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