Working With Wolves Fact Sheet 
There is a huge range of careers that involve working with animals on some level and they often require very different skills and training. It can be hard work, but challenging and rewarding.  There are many different kinds of opportunities from voluntary positions and work experience to casual, part time or full time employment. 
Have You Considered?

• Animals do not keep 9-5 timetables—hours will be long and antisocial

• You cannot be sentimental—work may often involve sick animals etc. 

• Allergies - If you have allergies to fur or feathers, you may not be able to work with animals

• Hard Work—Work can often be routine, physically demanding and pose health risks

• Volunteering—in a competitive field, volunteering shows dedication and commitment. It may help your CV stand out from others or lead to employment.
Career Areas:
Biologist 





Large carnivore conflict resolution 
Behaviourist





Education 
Keeper 






Species / Environment Conservation
Veterinary Surgeon
What qualifications are needed?
Higher education qualifications are required; to apply for a zoo keeper position you usually need at least a foundation degree, or Higher National Diploma. Apprenticeship schemes are available in certain sectors, such as zoo keeping, where you study for an NVQ2 in Animal Care and an NVQ3 in Animal Management whilst you are working. For these positions you will require good grades in Maths, English and the three Sciences at GCSE at the very least.  
The National Diploma is an alternative to A levels, check with your local land-based college for courses. Both A levels and National Diplomas allow access to a degree level course (as long as you meet the required grades) such as a BSc (Hons) in Animal Science at university or college.  Once at this level you can specialise and choose a degree where you can primarily study within a particular area such as behaviour, therefore kick-starting your career once you’ve finished your education.  

After a degree, there may be the need to take further qualifications such as a Master’s degree in order to specialise further or a teaching certificate, depending on what career path you have chosen to take.  
What kind of salary can I expect?

Salaries in this field vary depending on the job. Professional roles, such as veterinary surgeons, start at around £19,000 per annum, and can go up to £45,000. A zoo keeper’s salary starts as low as £10,000 per annum, and rises to around £21,000 per annum for a senior or head keeper.  It is often acknowledged that positions working with animals are low paid compared to other employment sectors involving similar hard work and anti-social hours, so you must be committed. Opportunities to work with a specific species such as wolves are rare; jobs within the UK are limited as the number of establishments that keep wolves is small.  While you are looking for positions it’s worth considering work with other large carnivores or volunteer positions and work experience within one of the few wolf based organizations like the UK Wolf Conservation Trust. Experience is highly valued within all organisations especially when combined with good qualifications. Having relevant experience can put you one step ahead of your competition at a job interview.
Useful Links
· Information on all higher education courses can be found on: www.ucas.ac.uk/   
· For further education courses such as the National Diploma in Animal Care contact your local land-based college.  In the Wiltshire, Hampshire, Berkshire area these are:
- Wiltshire College Lackham:  http://www.wiltshire.ac.uk/
- Sparsholt College (Hampshire): http://www.sparsholt.ac.uk/
- Berkshire College of Agriculture: http://www.bca.ac.uk/ 
· Connections Careers Database - www.connexions-direct.com/jobs4u
·  www.apprenticeships.org.uk
· www.lantra.co.uk (Sector Skills Council for Environment and Land-Based Sector)
· BTEC National Diploma  http://www.edexcel.com/quals/nat/Pages/default.aspx 
Work placements in the UK:
· UK Wolf Conservation Trust  www.ukwolf.org
· British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquaria - www.biaza.org.uk
· Zoological Society of London: www.zsl.org 
· Work experience offered by BIAZA collections  http://www.biaza.org.uk/public/images/jobs/BCOWE.pdf 
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